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From the Desk of the Executive Director 

I would like to briefly wish everyone a blessed and safe summer. 

I would also like to acknowledge some of the awareness events and 
celebra ons happening this quarter. 

· July marks Disability Pride month and we celebrate the 33rd
anniversary of the passing of the Americans with Disabili es Act
on July 26.

· In August we prepare to send our children back to school.  In this
issue we feature many back to school prepara on resources and
events happening in the Greater Baton Rouge area.

· September is Na onal Suicide Preven on & Awareness Month. FHFGBR’s
Empowerment Program is hos ng an in-person seminar, Let’s Talk About Youth
Suicide Awareness & Preven on, on September 28. Find out more about this training
at our website and register today. We look forward to seeing you there.

As always, we look forward to con nuing to support and serve you and your family. 

Special regards, 

Dr. Marilyn Thornton 

https://www.fhfgbr.org/take-action
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2023-2024 BOARD MEETING CALENDAR DATES 

Listed below are the scheduled meeting dates for 2023-2024.  The Full Board meets starting in August and 

every other month from11:30 am – 1:00 pm.  Meetings are the 3rd Wednesday of each month.      

2022-2023 FULL BOARD MEMBER MEETING DATES 

11:30 am – 1:00 pm

2356 Drusilla Lane Baton Rouge, LA  70809

225-216-7474

MONTH DATE 

August 2023 16 

October 2023 18 

December 2023 20 

February 2024 21 

April 2024 17 

June 2024 19 

Meeting Location: 

Families Helping Families of 

Greater Baton Rouge 

2356 Drusilla Lane Baton 

Rouge, La 70809 

Families Helping Families of Greater Baton Rouge is funded by many individuals, foundations, small businesses, local 

governmental entities, state government departments, and corporations. 

Major Funders Include: 
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Americans with Disabilities Act Call toll-free 1-800-949-4232 V/TTY 

An Overview of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), enacted in 1990, is a civil rights law that prohibits 
discrimination against individuals with disabilities in all areas of public life, including jobs, schools, 
transportation, and all public and private places that are open to the general public. The ADA is divided 
into five titles (or sections) that relate to different areas of public life. 

Title I - Employment 
• Designed to help people with disabilities access the same employment opportunities and benefits

available to people without disabilities.

• Applies to employers with 15 or more employees.

• Requires employers to provide reasonable accommodations to qualified applicants or employees. A
“reasonable accommodation” is a change that does not cause the employer “undue hardship” (too
much difficulty or expense).

• Defines disability, establishes guidelines for the reasonable accommodation process, addresses
medical examinations and inquiries, and defines “direct threat” when there is risk of substantial
harm to the health or safety of the individual employee with a disability or others.

• Regulated and enforced by the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.
http://www.eeoc.gov/laws/types/disability.cfm

Title II - Public Services: State and Local Government 
• Prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability by “public entities,” which are programs, services

and activities operated by state and local governments.

• Requires public entities (programs, services and activities operated by state and local governments)
to be accessible to individuals with disabilities.

• Outlines requirements for self-evaluation and planning; making reasonable modifications to
policies, practices, and procedures where necessary to avoid discrimination; identifying
architectural barriers; and communicating effectively with people with hearing, vision and speech
disabilities.

• Regulated and enforced by the U.S. Department of Justice.  http://www.ada.gov

Title III - Public Accommodations and Services Operated by 
Private Entities 
• Prohibits places of public accommodation from discriminating against individuals with disabilities.

Public accommodations include privately-owned, leased or operated facilities like hotels,
restaurants, retail merchants, doctors’ offices, golf courses, private schools, sports stadiums,
theaters, and so on.

• Sets the minimum standards for accessibility for alterations, new construction and barrier removal.

http://www.adata.org/
http://www.eeoc.gov/laws/types/disability.cfm
http://www.ada.gov/
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Americans with Disabilities Act Call toll-free 1-800-949-4232 V/TTY 

Directs businesses to make "reasonable modifications" to their usual ways of doing things when 
serving people with disabilities. 

• Requires that businesses take steps necessary to communicate effectively with customers with
vision, hearing, and speech disabilities.

• Regulated and enforced by the U.S. Department of Justice.  http://www.ada.gov

Title IV - Telecommunications 
• Requires telephone and Internet companies to provide a nationwide system of interstate and

intrastate telecommunications relay services that allows individuals with hearing and speech
disabilities to communicate over the telephone.

• Requires closed captioning of federally funded public service announcements.

• Regulated by the Federal Communication Commission.  http://www.fcc.gov

Title V - Miscellaneous Provisions 
• Contains a variety of provisions relating to the ADA as a whole, including its relationship to other

laws, state immunity, its impact on insurance providers and benefits, prohibition against retaliation
and coercion, illegal use of drugs, and attorney’s fees.

• Provides a list of certain conditions that are not to be considered as disabilities.

Transportation 
• Public Transportation offered by a state or local government (such as bus and passenger train (rail)

service) is covered by Title II of the ADA.

• Transportation offered by a private company (such as taxicabs, airport shuttles, and intercity bus
companies) is covered by Title III.

• The U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Transit Administration releases information,
guidance and regulations on public transportation and the ADA.  http://www.fta.dot.gov/ada

For more information contact the ADA National Network: http://www.adata.org 
The ADA National Network provides information, guidance and training on the ADA, tailored to meet 
the needs of business, government and individuals at local, regional and national levels. 

Content was developed by the Mid-Atlantic ADA Center, and is based on professional consensus of ADA experts 
and the ADA National Network. 

Local: 301-217-0124 V/TTY 
http://www.adainfo.org/ 

This information product was developed under grants 
from the Department of Education, NIDRR grant numbers 
H133A110014 and H133A110017. However, the contents 
do not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Education, and 
you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government.  

© Copyright 2015 ADA National Network. All Rights Reserved. 
May be reproduced and distributed freely with attribution to ADA National Network (www.adata.org). 

http://www.adata.org/
http://www.ada.gov/
http://www.fcc.gov/
http://www.fta.dot.gov/ada
http://www.adata.org/
http://www.adainfo.org/
http://www.adata.org/


!Find out when school starts in
your district. We listed them
�elow so it will be easy for you
:to locate your district calendar.

LOUI SIANA 2023-2024 

SCHOOL D ISTRI C T 

CALENDARS 

• East Carroll Parish
School District
East Feliciana Parish
Schools
Evangeline Parish
Schools
Franklin Parish Schools

• Richland Parish Schools:
• Sabine Parish Schools

St Bernard Parish
School District
St Charles Parish Public :
Schools
St Helena Parish School :

• Acadia Parish Schools • Grant Parish Schools District
• Allen Parish Schools • Iberia Parish Schools • Stjames Parish Schools :
• Ascension Parish • Jackson Parish Schools • Stjohn the Baptist

Schools • Jefferson Davis Parish Parish Public Schools
• Assumption Parish Schools • St Landry Parish Schools:

Schools • Jefferson Parish Schools • St Martin Parish Schools:
• Avoyelles Parish Schools • Lafayette Parish Schools • St Mary Parish Schools
• Beauregard Parish • Lafourche Parish School • St. Tammany Parish

Schools District Public Schools
• Bienville Parish Schools • LaSalle Parish Schools • Tangipahoa Parish
• Bogalusa City Schools • Lincoln Parish Schools Schools
• Bossier Parish Schools • Livingston Parish • Tensas Parish Schools
• Caddo Parish Public Schools • Terrebonne Parish

Schools • LA School for Math, School District
• Calcasieu Parish Public Science, and the Arts • Union Parish School

Schools • Louisiana Special School District
• Caldwell Parish School District • Vermillion Parish School:

District • Madison Parish School District
• Cameron Parish Schools District • Vernon Parish Schools
• Catahoula Parish • Monroe City Schools • Washington Parish

Schools • Morehouse Parish Schools
• Central Community Schools • Webster Parish Schools I

School District • Natchitoches Parish • West Baton Rouge
• City of Baker School Schools Parish Schools

System • Orleans Parish • West Carroll Parish
• Claiborne Parish • Ouachita Parish Schools Schools

Schools • Plaquemines Parish • West Feliciana Parish
• Concordia Parish Schools Schools

Schools • Pointe Coupee Parish • Winn Parish Schools
• DeSoto Parish Schools Schools • Zachary Community

I • East Baton Rouge Parish : • Rapides Parish Schools I Schools m : 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Source: 2023 July I Aug I Sept Exceptional Times Magazine 
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INCLUSIVE EDUCATION WEBINARS 



https://fhfofgno.org/training-calendar








A “Back to School” Mommy Moment 

By Fran Peterson 

 

Summer is over and it’s time to transition from “summer” mom 

to “school year” mom. This can be an overwhelming time for you 

and your children but with a transition plan, the school year can 

begin on the right track. 

 

      Duties and Responsibilities 

Gather a list of “things to do”. Manage the list by priority. Duties that can be done through-

out the school year may be able to take a back seat for a moment to lighten the “BTS” load.  

 

Upcoming Deadlines 

Orientation, start dates, fees, teacher’s name and schedule... It’s tedious to remember. Make 

a list of deadlines and prioritize accordingly. Visual scheduling is great for transitioning,   

especially if you have a child with a disability. A Calendar that you can both note and review 

daily. This can prepare for the days ahead and take away the stress of the “unknown”.  

 

Gather Resources  

School supplies, after school, extra-curricular activities all require resources. Having the   

resources to carry out the task is very important to smooth transition. Budget and manage 

according to what’s needed to carry out the task. This allows structure in a time when things 

are changing.  

 

Be patient with yourself and enjoy this new season.  



BACK TO SCHOOL EVENTS 
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NOTE: Individuals or their parents/guardians of those with ANY disability 
prior to the age of 22, should call to see if they qualify for services. 

Developmental Disabilities Checklist 
 

 Birth to 3 years-old: Contact EarlySteps at (225)925-2426 to see if your child qualifies for their services. 
www.EarlySteps.dhh.louisiana.gov/ 

 During the EarlySteps application process, make it known that YOU ARE INTERESTED in EVERY SERVICE OFFERED! 
This will give your child a protective date for future services, if needed. 
 Send application via certified mail if possible. As soon as you are approved for EarlySteps and you completeyour 
individual family service plan (IFSP), you can call Capital Area Human Services (CAHS), Developmental Disabilities 
Services and Programs to request an application for the Flexible Family Fund. 

 At age 3 (2 years 9 months), your child's records will be transferred from EarlySteps to Capital Area Human 
Services (CAHS), Developmental Disabilities Services and Programs. If you have not received a letter from CAHS 
by the time your child reaches 3 years and ONE MONTH, you should contact CAHS ASAP at (225)925-1910 
or toll free (866)628-2133 to make sure they have received your child's records and that the date is correct from 
your EarlySteps application. 
 Your information will also be forwarded to the school system with Pupil Appraisal. You will need copies of your 
child’s current, signed and dated evaluation and (IEP) Individual Education Program for some services. 

 
 

     Development Disability Services and Programs    
New Opportunities Waiver (NOW): This waiver provides personal care attendant/nurse (if needed), home and 
vehicle modifications, respite, dayhab, personal emergency response system, independent living, and a support 
coordinator. 

Children’s Choice Waiver (CCW): This waiver provides for a personal care attendant/nurse (if needed), home and 
vehicle modifications, respite, therapy, and a support coordinator. 

Family Support: You can request assistance for things such as, but not limited to, diapers, respite, dental, vision, 
equipment or supplies that insurance does not cover. This request needs to be sent in by your support coordinator 
(SC). If you do not have a SC you can request one from CAHS. 

ASCEND-ABA Therapy: For children 2 to 5 years-old with a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder. 

Behavioral Support: Provides support to the family/individual with regard to assessments and behavior plans. 

Supports Waiver: Individuals 18 and older without a waiver, can attend a dayhab and receive some respite. 

Group Home Placement: Provides assistance if someone needs to be placed in a group home 

Residential Options Waiver (ROW): This waiver offers a personal care attendant/nurse (if needed), home and 
vehicle modifications, medical equipment, respite, one time transitional monies, therapy, and a support 
coordinator. 

Flexible Family Fund (FFF; formally called Cash Subsidy): Serves individuals up to the age of 18. It is critical that 
you request this service in addition to the other services because FFF requires a separate application. Not everyone 
that qualifies for the above services will qualify for this program. If you qualify, the fund provides a 
$258 monthly stipend. You will need to provide a copy of the child’s current, signed, and dated Individual 
Education Program (IEP) from the child’s school every year. Revised 2023.07.27 

IMPORTANT: If you did not go through EarlySteps and the disability happened before the age of 22 years-old, 
the single point of entry for services is CAHS, and you should call them: 

Capital Area Human Services, Region 2: (225)925-1910 or toll-free (866)628-2133 
http://www.cashd.org/about/about-our-services/developmental-disabilities-services/ 

http://www.earlysteps.dhh.louisiana.gov/
http://www.cashd.org/about/about-our-services/developmental-disabilities-services/


OTHER SERVICESYOUR CHILD MAY BE ELIGIBLE FOR WHILE WAITING 
 

 

Supplemental Security Income (SSI): Toll free (800)772-1213 https://ssa.gov/benefits/ssi 
Medicaid: If eligible for Medicaid, you may qualify for EPSDT Personal Care Services, and you can request a support 
coordinator. If you did not qualify for Medicaid because of income, be sure to ask about Family Opportunity Act. 
This program allows a higher income limit for buying into Medicaid so you can access Medicaid services. Contact 
Medicaid at (888)342-6207.* 
Daycare Centers for Children with Significant Disabilities in Region 2 and Region 9: Transportation is available 
to some centers in and out of EBR Parish. Please call each center for more details: 
Pediatric Health Choice: Birth to 21 years-old; 2355 Drusilla Lane, Baton Rouge, LA 70809; Phone (225)231-5880 
In Loving Arms: Birth to 12 years-old; 6637 North Foster Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70811; Phone (225)359-9777 
Pedia Trust: Birth to 4 years-old (with some exceptions to older children); 2041 Florida Blvd., Denham Springs, 
LA 70726 
Louisiana Assistive Technology (LaTAN): Assistive technology marketplace and loan program for assistive 
technology; Phone (225)925-9500 

*Legacy Medicaid and Healthy Louisiana plans have travel reimbursement programs for families. Family or friends can 
get reimbursed for providing transportation to medical appointments. Call your plan to inquire about this program. 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

Keep copies of all paperwork. 

Keep all your paperwork in one place like a folder or binder. 

Keep notes of who you speak with, what the conversation was about and what agency they are with. Along 
this journey, it can be easy to forget who’s who and which program they are with. 

When you have to mail in documents/paperwork, try to send “certified mail” so you will have proof it was 
sent and received. 
Check with the agency about hand-delivery because some do require a postmark date from the post office. 

When you are offered a Waiver and you feel you do not want services at that time, you need to send a letter 
stating you want to go “inactive.” This will keep your 
name on the registry should you need it in the future. 
Open mail immediately from agencies like Capital Area 
Human  Services  (CAHS),  Office  of  Citizens  with 
Developmental Disabilities (OCDD), Statistical 
Resources (SRI), and Louisiana Department of Health 
(LDH). 

You are responsible for notifying the agencies 
immediately of any changes in your address or phone 
numbers! 

 
 

For more information, contact Families Helping Families of Greater Baton Rouge (225)216-7474 or toll free (866)216-7474 www.fhfgbr.org 

IMPORTANT: If the child sustained a traumatic head or spinal cord injury, you may also be eligible for the 
Louisiana Traumatic Head and Spinal Cord Injury Trust Fund. The injury has to be from an accident not from 
birth and must have occurred in Louisiana. For more details, you can contact the program at (888)891-9441. 

http://ww.biala.org/traumatic-head-spinal-cord-injury-trust-fund-program 

If you reside in Livingston Parish, your single point of entry will be Florida Parishes Human Services. 
They provide the same services as CAHS, (except the ASCEND program) but can give resources in your 

region. Region 9. 
Phone (985)543-4730 or http://www.fphsa.org/developmental-disabilities-services 

EarlySteps: Serves infants to 3 years-old 
Phone: (225)925-2426 
Capital Area Human Services: Serves individuals ages 3-21 
Phone: (225)925-1910, Toll free: (866)628-2133 

Statistical Resources Inc., NOW Waiver Registry 
Phone: (225)767-0501, Toll Free: (800)364-7828 
Louisiana Traumatic Head & Spinal Cord Injury Trust Fund: 
For individuals with an injury caused by an accident (not 
from birth). The injury must have occurred in Louisiana. 
Toll Free: (888)891-9441 
Medicaid: Toll Free: (888)342-6207 

Important Phone Numbers 

https://ssa.gov/bene%EF%AC%81ts/ssi
http://www.fhfgbr.org/
http://ww.biala.org/traumatic-head-spinal-cord-injury-trust-fund-program
http://www.fphsa.org/developmental-disabilities-services


EMPOWERMENT PROGRAM EVENTS 



 
 

FREE CALL-IN SUPPORT NETWORK 
Parents / Caregivers 

Networking Meetings 
 

●  Discuss successes or barriers you may be experiencing with child 
and youth behavioral health.  

●  Share and receive information and resources on behavioral 
health services in Louisiana. 

●  Grow your support networks. 
 

 
Tuesday, 
July 18 

Tuesday, 
August 15 

Tuesday, 
September 19 

5:00 p.m. 5:00 p.m. 5:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, Tuesday, Tuesday, 
October 17 November 21 December 19 

5:00 p.m. 5:00 p.m. 5:00 p.m. 
 

CONFERENCE CALL INFO: Phone Number: (605) 313-4819 / Access Number: 546755# 

PARTICIPATING FHF CENTERS: 
• FHF of Greater New Orleans: fhfofgno.org 
• FHF of Greater Baton Rouge: fhfgbr.org 
• Bayou Land FHF: blfhf.org 
• FHF of Acadiana: fhfacadiana.org 

• FHF of Southwest Louisiana: fhfswla.org 
• FHF of Region VII: fhfregion7.com 
• FHF of Northeast Louisiana: fhfnela.org 
• Northshore FHF: fhfnorthshore.org 

• FHF at the Crossroads of LA: ffhfxroads.org      • FHF of Southeast Louisiana: fhfsela.org 
 

Contact Us: (225)216-7474 FHFGBR.ORG INFO@FHFGBR.ORG 

Networking meetings are provided with funding support from the Louisiana 
Department of Health, Office of Behavioral Health. 

mailto:INFO@FHFGBR.ORG








SAVING MYSELF TO SAVE MY FAMILY 

 

I planned a three-day Disney-
land trip to make great memo-
ries for Kenny, my two-year-
old, and Jared, my husband. 
The entire week, I posted our 
fun and happy pictures online, 
using hashtags like “living my 
best life,” “family vacation” 
and “blessed mama.” But 
these photos and captions did 
not reflect my true thoughts or 
feelings. I was seven months 
pregnant with my youngest 
son, Conner, and battling se-
vere depression. I planned to 
take my own life after we re-
turned from the trip. 

 

After losing my mother-in-law in January of 2017, I completely lost hope. I was overwhelmed by 
both mental and physical pain — and struggling to heal old wounds. As I progressed in my pregnan-
cy, I convinced myself that Conner would be stillborn, and I would be forced to bury another child. I 
convinced myself that my husband and child were better off without me. I convinced myself that I 
was a burden to my entire family. 

So I decided I was going to finally end my pain and let Jared move on. I thought he deserved a wife 
who was healthy, and Kenny deserved a mother who wasn't “crazy.” 

During the trip, I thought constantly about my plan for when we returned home. I didn't want my 
family to know it was a suicide, so I planned to make it look like a tragic accident. 

On the morning of our return, I woke up and told myself, “Today is the day.” But I looked at my un-
born child’s healthy heart rate on an ultrasound device and knew I had to keep him safe. I couldn't 
hurt myself and my son. Conner ended up saving my life, and I'm so glad he did. From then on, I 
used my pain as motivation — I educated myself on mental illness and began to advocate for my-
self and my treatment. 

I still battle my depression, but I am in recovery and on top of my mental health. I go to therapy once 
a week, I take medication for panic attacks and I've learned healthy ways of coping. I even enrolled 
in grad school, and I am studying to become a clinical psychologist. 

I don’t want anyone to feel the way that I did. I hope that sharing my story can help someone else 
take the necessary first steps to recovery. 

by Skyler Nelson 

Source: NAMI website—www.nami.org 



LaCAN Region 2 Leader 

Serving Ascension, East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, 

Iberville, Point Coupee, West Baton Rouge, and 

West Feliciana Parishes 

Phone: (337) 522-6363 or (866) 216-7474 

Email: ahampton@lacanadvocates.org 

 

 

LOUISIANA COUNCIL'S ADVOCACY NETWORK 

WWW.LACANADVOCATES.ORG 

 Links lawmakers, individuals with disabilities and family members to make 

positive change in systems serving people with disabilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Complete our online membership form at www.lacanadvocates.org 

MEMBERSHIP IS FREE! NO DUES. NO FEES. 

 

www.facebook.com/LaDDCouncil 

mailto:ahampton@lacanadvocates.org
http://WWW.LACANADVOCATES.ORG/
http://www.lacanadvocates.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LaDDCouncil




Louisiana’s 2023 Legislative Session ended June 8th with many wins for the disability 
community. Below is a recap of the issues followed closely by the Council and LaCAN 
(Louisiana Council’s Advocacy Network). 

Home- and Community-Based Supports 
Originally, the Council and LaCAN planned to advocate for $9.4 million and legislation to 
ensure incontinence supplies was a covered benefit for adults enrolled in the New 
Opportunities, Residential Options and Supports Waivers. Fortunately, prior to the start 
of the session, Medicaid and the Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities 
(OCDD) committed to making this a reality without the need for legislation. Incontinence 
supplies benefits for adults receiving these waivers will be life changing for many. We’d like to 
thank the Arc of Louisiana, Medicaid, OCDD and all of the advocates for partnering with us to 
help make this a reality. The commitment letter from the department can be read here. 

HB1 is the state’s Fiscal Year 2024 (FY24) budget bill that will take effect on July 1st. This 
budget is awaiting the Governor’s approval. The additional $500,000 for the regional Families 
Helping Families (FHF) Centers contracting with the Council was included. This additional 
funding was appropriated to the Centers the last two years, but it was not included in the 
FY24 proposed budget at the start of session despite the Council’s budget request.  

Unfortunately, $100 million dollars of additional funding requested by the Department of Health 
(LDH) for FY24 was removed from the budget during the final moments of session. At this 
time, it remains unclear how this may impact people with disabilities and their families. Senate 
Health and Welfare met Tuesday, June 20th, at 9 AM to discuss the $100 million decrease 
(Agenda). Fortunately, there is wording in the budget stating “there shall be no reduction 
to waiver services or disability services”. The Governor has also stated he may use his 
vetoing power to restore all or some of the funding to LDH. 

Act 84 (HB367) aims to streamline the transition of children aging out of EarlySteps by 

 Requiring EarlySteps to submit a list of children reaching the age of two and a half each
month to the local education agency (LEA) where the child resides;

 Instructing the LEA to coordinate scheduling of any appraisal conferences and the
facilitation of services for the child(ren); and

 Requiring LEAs to conduct appraisals year-round to ensure no delays in services occur
especially during summer months when schools are typically on break.

Act 187 (SB39) established the Community Options Waiver Fund to provide additional revenues 
for Medicaid services provided under the Community Choices Waiver, the Adult Day Health Care 
Waiver or any other Medicaid home- and community-based services for people with adult-onset 
disabilities. 

2023 Legislative Session Impacts 

https://laddc.org/lacan
https://laddc.org/lacan
https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Letter_LADDC_Incontinence_Supplies_031423.doc.pdf
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=244061
https://laddc.org/about-us/current-initiatives/families-helping-families/
https://laddc.org/about-us/current-initiatives/families-helping-families/
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Agenda.aspx?m=23264
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=244290
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=244001


Community Inclusion 
SB201 amends Louisiana’s Open Meetings Law to allow for remote operations (i.e. by electronic 
means or virtually) of public bodies that meet specific requirements detailed in the bill. SB201 is 
currently awaiting the Governor’s approval and open doors for individuals with disabilities and 
their caretakers to participate in ways they may not have been able to in the past. If signed, 
SB201 would allow: 

 Members of the public with a disability recognized by the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) or their designated caregiver to participate in meetings electronically and
encourages similar measures be implemented to maximize public participation;

 A member of any public body or advisory council with a disability recognized by the ADA
or their designated caregiver to participate in meetings electronically; and

 Any public body that is strictly advisory or that primarily focuses on issues dealing with
disabilities host meetings remotely.

HB449 looks to implement recommendations from the Voting Disability Taskforce created last 
session. If approved by the Governor, this legislation would: 

 Create an Americans with Disabilities Act officer within the Secretary of State’s office to
address issues during elections;

 Create a Voting Accessibility Advisory Group within the Department of State; and

 Require specific instruction and examination of elections commissioners relative to the
rights of voters with disabilities.

HB553 would have addressed the issue of a person with a disability serving on the State Board 
of Election Supervisors, but this bill never completed the legislative process to become law. The 
original issue addressed in HB553 resulted from the recommendations of the Voting Disability 
Taskforce. Unfortunately, as session continued, amendments to the bill would have made it 
nearly impossible for a person with a disability to be appointed to the board. The Council and 
LaCAN agreed with the initial recommendations of the taskforce and hopes to see this issue 
addressed during the 2024 Legislative Session. 

Education 
HB550 is another funding budget in Louisiana currently awaiting the Governor’s approval. $1 
million was appropriated to the Postsecondary Inclusive Education Fund to fund programs for 
students with intellectual and developmental disabilities (I/DD) at Louisiana postsecondary 
institutions. This fund was created during the last legislative session with an initial appropriation 
of $1 million. Due to program demands across the state, this initial funding was quickly used to 
expand and create new programs. While the $1 million appropriated this year is short of the 
Council and LaCAN’s $3 million ask, we are thankful to the legislature for their continued support 
of these programs. 

HB9 and HB98 were two pieces of legislation that addressed Education Savings Accounts 
(ESAs) and school choice. The Council, LaCAN and many other advocates, groups and 
organizations shared their concerns for ESAs with the legislature and the potential impacts ESAs 
may have on the public school system and its ability to serve children with disabilities. A more 
detailed explanation of the Council and LaCAN’s concerns can be found here. Both bills never 
completed the legislative process, but we anticipate ESAs will be a topic of much discussion in 
the 2024 Legislative Session. 

https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=244625
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=244405
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=244541
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=23RS&b=HB550&sbi=y
https://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=243814
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=243941
https://laddc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/LaCAN-AA10-ESA-and-Impacts-on-Students-with-Disabilities-4.24.23.pdf


Others Issues of Interest  
Numerous other issues were addressed throughout session. A complete list of all the issues 
monitored by the Council during the 2023 Legislative Session can be found on the Council’s 
website. Click on the 2023 Legislative Bill Tracking banner.  
 
We also encourage you to reach out to your State Representative and State Senator to thank 
them for their support of the disability community this session. 

 Click here for State Representatives’ full contact information. 

 Click here for State Senators’ full contact information. 

 Don’t know your State Representative and/or State Senator? Click here and enter your 
home address. The first person listed will be your State Representative. The second will 
be your State Senator. 

 

Thank You for Your Advocacy Work 
The Council and LaCAN want to thank all of you for your support and engagement in advocacy 
this session. Without your hard work, dedication and determination the successes achieved this 
session would not have been possible. Advocacy truly does work!  
 

Contact Us 
LaDDC News is the electronic newsletter for the LA Developmental Disabilities Council.  If there 
are any questions about the information above, contact the Council by replying to this email, or 
calling the toll free number listed below: 
 
phone: 1-800-450-8108                                                           
email: info@laddc.org  
website: www.laddc.org 
facebook: www.facebook.com/LaDDCouncil                               
twitter: www.twitter.com/LaDDCouncil 
 
Sign up to receive LaDDC Newsletters HERE.  
View all recent LaDDC Newsletters HERE.  
 

http://www.laddc.org/
https://house.louisiana.gov/H_Reps/H_Reps_FullInfo
https://senate.la.gov/Senators_FullInfo
https://www.legis.la.gov/legis/FindMyLegislators.aspx
mailto:info@laddc.org
http://www.laddc.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LaDDCouncil
http://www.twitter.com/LaDDCouncil
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001LTtybXlN8uB-eAm9IIl93in5MHHZ18SZqn0ggMztlIikrx_mgNPtjJUwNhZdMCYxnJbjkDPhhufvNiIxVCipSeyYQ8OMJjTIlqCu8MPg6bU%3D
https://laddc.org/news/




Louisiana Guide to Supports & Services for 
Individuals with Disabilities, Elders and Their Families Affected by Disasters 

State Agencies 
Louisiana Department 
of Health (LDH) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Protects and promotes health and ensures access to medical, 
preventive, and rehabilitative services.  Contact for services 
and assistance related to addictive disorders, aging, mental 
health, developmental disabilities, public health, Medicaid and 
Medicaid transportation. 

Emergency Operations Center Watch 
Desk: 225-354-3570  
www.ldh.la.gov  
Healthy Louisiana 
http://ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/page/2327  

Office of Aging and Adult Services-Provides services that 
offer meaningful choices to older adults and people with adult-
onset disabilities. 

866-758-5035   
OAAS.Inquiries@LA.GOV 
www.oaas.dhh.louisiana.gov  

Office of Behavioral Health-Manages and delivers services 
and supports necessary to improve the quality of life for people 
with mental illness and/or addictive disorders.  

225-342-2540 
www.obh.dhh.louisiana.gov  

Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities – 
Services as the Single Point of Entry into the developmental 
disabilities services system and oversees public and private 
residential services and other services for people with 
developmental disabilities.  

225-342-0095   
http://www.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/
subhome/11/n/8  
Early Steps:  
www.laeikids.com/  

Louisiana Commission for the Deaf - Provides accessibility 
services for persons whom are Deaf, deaf-blind, or have 
hearing loss or speech impairment to gain equal access to any 
public or private service. 

800-256-1523 
www.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/page/3
18  

Protective Services 
 

Children up to age 18:  The Department of Children and 
Family Services, Office of Child Welfare, Child Protective 
Services 

855-4LA-KIDS (855-452-5437) 
http://www.dcfs.louisiana.gov/index.cfm?md
=pagebuilder&tmp=home&nid=298&pid=10
9   

Adults, age 18 – 59 and emancipated minors:  LDH, 
Office of Aging and Adult Services, Adult Protective 
Services 

800-898-4910  
http://ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/page/120  

Older adults, age 60+: Governor’s Office of Elderly 
Affairs, Elderly Protective Services 

833-577-6532 
http://goea.louisiana.gov/assets/EPS/EPS
Page.pdf  

Department of 
Children and Family 
Services (DCFS) 

Provides food Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) and Disaster Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program benefits (D-SNAP). Provides Child Welfare services. 
Provides other community support services such as TANF. 

888-524-3578 
888-997-1117 (EBT card) 
http://www.dcfs.la.gov/ 
 

Office of Juvenile 
Justice 

Provides services to youth who are at-risk or delinquent, 
including those with disabilities.  Contact for related services. 

225-287-7900  
www.ojj.la.gov  

Governor’s Office of 
Disability Affairs 
(GODA) 

Facilitates access to the opportunities needed for people with 
disabilities to live as fully engaged participants in society. All 
Independent Living Centers can be reached through GODA 

225-219-7550 
http://gov.louisiana.gov/page/disability-
affairs 

Governor’s Office of 
Elderly Affairs 

Administers a broad range of home and community-based 
services through an aging network. 

225-342- 7100                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
http://goea.louisiana.gov 

Louisiana Department 
of Veterans Affairs 

Provides comprehensive care and quality service to Louisiana’s 
veterans and families with regard to health care, education, 
disability benefits, long-term care, and burial honors 

1-877-GEAUXVA 
225-219-5000 
www.vetaffairs.la.gov  

Louisiana Workforce 
Commission 

Louisiana Rehabilitation Services (LRS) - Assists persons 
with disabilities to obtain/maintain employment and/or achieve 
independence by providing rehabilitation services and working 
cooperatively with business and other community resources. 

800-737-2958 
http://www.laworks.net/WorkforceDev/LR
S/LRS_Main.asp  

Blind Services provides services to eligible individuals who are 
blind or visually impaired. The Randolph-Sheppard Business 
Enterprise Program and the Older Blind/Visually Impaired 
Program are parts of Blind Services. 

225-219-2943 or 800-737-2958 
http://www.laworks.net/WorkforceDev/LR
S/LRS_BlindServices.asp  

Education Services 
Department of 
Education 

Maintains information for displaced students/teachers.    Also 
provides verification of eligibility for Special Education Services 
for transferring or homeless children through SER (Special 
Education Reporting) System.  Contact for related information.             

(877) 453-2721 
www.louisianabelieves.com  

Louisiana Schools for 
the Deaf and the 
Visually Impaired 

Contact for services for children who have a hearing loss and/or 
are blind or have a vision impairment.  The schools are on the 
same campus and share some services and facilities.   

(225) 769-8160 
(888) 769-8111 
www.lsdvi.org  

Communication 
Telecommunications 
Relay Services 

Contact for telephone communication assistance for individuals 
who are deaf, hard of hearing, or with speech impairments. 

(800) 947-5277 (V) 
(800) 846-5277 (TTY); 711 (TTY) 
(888) 550-5277 (ASCII) 
(888) 272-5530 (Speech to Speech) 
(800) 737-1813 (Spanish) 

Transportation 
Dept. of 
Transportation and 
Development (DOTD) 

The Louisiana DOTD Public Transportation Section has 
published the Louisiana Transit Resource Guide to inform 
administrators, transit managers, and other interested parties 
about the availability of public transportation in Louisiana. 

http://wwwapps.dotd.la.gov/multimodal/
publictransportation/transitresources  

http://www.ldh.la.gov/
http://ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/page/2327
http://www.oaas.dhh.louisiana.gov/
http://www.obh.dhh.louisiana.gov/
http://www.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/subhome/11/n/8
http://www.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/subhome/11/n/8
http://www.laeikids.com/
http://www.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/page/318
http://www.dhh.louisiana.gov/index.cfm/page/318
http://www.dcfs.louisiana.gov/index.cfm?md=pagebuilder&tmp=home&nid=298&pid=109
http://www.dcfs.louisiana.gov/index.cfm?md=pagebuilder&tmp=home&nid=298&pid=109
http://www.dcfs.louisiana.gov/index.cfm?md=pagebuilder&tmp=home&nid=298&pid=109
http://ldh.la.gov/index.cfm/page/120
http://goea.louisiana.gov/assets/EPS/EPSPage.pdf
http://goea.louisiana.gov/assets/EPS/EPSPage.pdf
http://www.dcfs.la.gov/
http://www.ojj.la.gov/
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Louisiana Guide to Supports & Services for 
Individuals with Disabilities, Elders and Their Families Affected by Disasters 

Advocacy & Support Organizations 
AARP Provides support and information to people age 50 and over, offering a 

wide range of unique benefits and services. 
866-448-3620 
https://states.aarp.org/region/louis
iana/  

Advocacy Center 
 

Provides the following to people with disabilities and the elderly: 
information and referral, legal advice and representation, outreach, 
training, and systems advocacy. 

800-960-7705 
504-522-2337 
www.advocacyla.org 

American Red Cross  Contact for assistance with immediate emergency disaster-caused needs 
including shelters.  Also provides a register for individuals affected by 
disasters to post themselves as “safe and well” and for family members 
to search for those affected by disaster. 

www.redcross.org 1-800-733-2767 
www.redcross.org/safeandwell 
(for info on displaced persons) 

LATAN (Louisiana 
Assistive 
Technology Access 
Network) 

Contact for assistive devices and durable medical equipment for disaster 
survivors, and for information regarding other programs and services for 
people with disabilities and age-related limitations who can benefit from 
assistive devices and daily living aids. 

800-270-6185 (LA toll-free) 
225-925-9500 (V/TT) 
www.latan.org 
 

Louisiana 
Developmental 
Disabilities Council 

Contact this advocacy organization for information and referral to 
available resources, supports and services for people with disabilities, 
including your local Families Helping Families resource center. 

800-450-8108  
www.laddc.org 
 

The Arc of Louisiana Contact for advocating for the rights and full participation of children and 
adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 

866-966-6260  
www.thearcla.org/ 

Louisiana 211 
 

Louisiana 2-1-1 is an information and referral line for finding local 
services and resources in your community.   

211 
www.louisiana211.org/  

Louisiana Parent 
Training and 
Information Center 

As a program within Families Helping Families of Greater New Orleans, 
LaPTIC assists families to navigate the maze of special education 
services throughout Louisiana. 

504-888-9111 
https://fhfofgno.org/laptic  

Louisiana Volunteer 
Organizations Active 
in Disaster (VOAD) 

Works as a volunteer agency liaison to assist with federal assistance 
programs, deadlines, coordination with other volunteer organizations 
and donation management.  Also identifies populations with special 
needs and assists applicants to avoid duplication of benefits. 

www.lavoad.org 
 
National:  703-778-5088 
www.nvoad.org 

Trach Mommas of 
Louisiana 

Provides peer support, resources, education, training, information and 
advocacy to parents, caregivers, and individuals with a tracheostomy. 
Provides disaster relief to all who are medically complex or rely on 
technology. 

225-200-5178 or 504-723-7193 
http://www.trachmommas.org/ 

Portlight Inclusive 
Disaster Strategies 

Provides supports and services to people with disabilities who are 
surviving a disaster. 

800-626-4959 
http://www.portlight.org/ 

Disability Specific Organizations 
ALS Association Provides services for persons with ALS (Amyotrophic lateral sclerosis) 

through hospital-affiliated clinics, support groups for individuals and their 
families, and assistance with the purchase/loan of prescribed medical 
equipment. 

800-891-3746 
alsalams.org 

Alzheimer’s 
Association 

Contact for referrals to community programs and services for people 
exhibiting problems with memory, decision-making, self-care, 
communication and disorientation.  Available to address caregiver stress. 

800-272-3900 24/7 HELPLINE 
Available in multiple languages 
www.alz.org/louisiana  

Louisiana Autism 
Society 

Responds to the need for quality life options for individuals with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder living throughout Louisiana. 

https://www.lastateautism.org/  

Down Syndrome 
Association of GNO 

Provides information and support to all parents with children with Down 
syndrome and other cognitive disabilities.   

504-259-6201 
www.dsagno.org 

Epilepsy Foundation 
Louisiana 

Contact for information related to epilepsy research, education, 
advocacy, and services. 

(800) 960-0587 
www.epilepsylouisiana.org  

Lighthouse 
Louisiana 

Serves people who are blind or visually impaired by providing job 
training, competitive employment and services.  Our goal is to promote 
individual independence and self-reliance.   

888-792-0163 
www.lighthouselouisiana.org/  

Multiple Sclerosis 
(MS) Society; 
Louisiana Chapter 

Promotes research, educates, advocates for people with multiple 
sclerosis, and organizes a wide range of programs including support for 
the newly diagnosed and those living with MS over time.   

1-800-344-4867 
http://www.nationalmssociety.org/
chapters/LAM/index.aspx  

Muscular Dystrophy 
Association 

Provides services for children and adults with neuromuscular diseases 
through hospital-affiliated clinics; assists with the purchase/loan of 
prescribed medical equipment; offers support groups for individuals and 
their families and summer camps for children with muscular dystrophy.   

 
 
800-572-1717 

National Spinal Cord 
Injury Association 

Provides resources, services, and peer support to people with spinal cord 
injury and disease (SCI/D). 

718-803-3782 
www.spinalcord.org/ 

Spina Bifida 
Association 

Serves adults and children who live with the challenges of spina bifida 
through education, advocacy, research, and services. 

(800) 621-3141 
www.spinabifidaassociation.org 
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